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The pandemic years
induced a lot of soulsearching on my part.
Among the topics I have
pondered is my own green
evolution. Despite my
present-day obsession, I
cannot honestly say I was
always aware of how my
actions impacted the
planet. I admit, I was a self
-centered, young adult and
definitely not a crusader/
activist.
Nonetheless, like many of
my generation I spent
dawn to dusk out of doors.
I climbed trees, stalked
garter snakes, caught
frogs, nursed baby bunnies
and captured fireflies.
Perhaps that was the spark
— a fascination with
nature. Curious, but still
not making the conscious
connection. But the first
tenet of environmentalism
is “if you know it, you will
love it.” A common
fundraiser in our time was
newspaper drives. But did
we realize we were
conserving resources? My
Dad tended an organic
vegetable garden and he
composted, the rest of us

enjoyed the bounty. Later
I wished I had paid closer
attention. I like to imagine
I received the subliminal
message. There were
probably many such
messages, because my
parents grew up in the
Depression and WWII —
when conservation and
reuse was paramount.

My true awakening was
finding the fledgling
organization The
Woodlands Recycles (now
The Woodlands
G.R.E.E.N.) when we
moved to The Woodlands.
I was not part of the first
Earth Day in 1970 but I
was part of the first Earth
Day in The Woodlands in
1990 as a member of The
Woodlands Recycles. The
wide-ranging association
with so many concerned
and knowledgeable
members engaged in a
number of endeavors has
indeed impacted our life
choices — talk about
“influencers!” We CAN
impact our friends and
neighbors. As I became
enlightened, I shared my
knowledge — Debra
Wymore was one of my

first recruits! Ask us about
recycling at David
Elementary!
Every year our own family
has tried to adopt a new
habit beginning with
recycling paper and cans,
not bagging lawn
clippings, composting,
pesticide-free home and
yard maintenance,
selecting less-toxic
cleaning supplies,
choosing reusable bags,
tree-free TP (thanks Cinda
Hitchcock), substituting
reusable cloths for paper
towels (thanks Daphane
Schaffer!), container-free
detergents (thanks Becky
Patin), choosing native
Continued, page 2
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landscape plants (thanks Lucinda
Valdes), harvesting rainwater
(thanks Bob Dailey), using an
electric mower and driving
electric (thanks Judy/Steve
Easton).
Be sure to check out our new
Challenge Idea of the Month:
endeavoring to reduce
consumerism, and lessening our
impact on the planet. It’s on
page 6. The monthly action is a
spawn of our Members Only
Book Club Discussion Group,
launched in January by Director
Teri MacArthur, after the reading
The Day the World Stops Shopping
by J.B. MacKinnon.
Make the 12th annual Earth Day
Greenup on Saturday, March 26,
the beginning or continuation of
your own outreach and action.
Register here for our Township
partner’s program.

The Woodlands G.R.E.E.N. is
evolving, too! Our organization is
becoming streamlined and
efficient — leaner and greener —
beginning with a new committee
structure and new Member/
Board meeting format including
a Focus of the Month. Please join
us on the First Thursday of the
month, September through May,
to get the latest scoop. We also
have a fantastic social media
presence thanks to the talents of
Director Zoe Killian.
Remember you can check out
the Committee Reports and
Board Minutes anytime on the
TWG Google Drive.
Better yet, contact a Committee
Chair directly and exert your
influence on a project in their
purview:

Membership (Teri)
texasnaturelover@earthlink.net
Finance (Debra)
wymoredebra@gmail.com
Activities (Kathie)
kghgerrick@gmail.com
Education & Outreach (Wendy)
whpacker@hotmail.com
Administrative Focus (John)
johndgeiger@gmail.com
In closing, after 30+ years of
action TWG has modernized and
updated its Mission to Building a
sustainable community through
education and action and adopted a
Vision to become A community that
prioritizes sustainability in their
actions.
With these thoughts in the
forefront, we are in the process of
defining current and long-term
goals. We need EVERYONE to
shape our future!

ADOPT-A-PATH IN ACTION
B Y W ENDY P ACKER , D IRECTOR

Adopt-A-Path is a program
sponsored by The Woodlands
Township that enlists
individuals, families, and groups
to help keep our pathways and
parks clean. The Woodlands
G.R.E.E.N. has been cleaning up
our adopted pathway and park

quarterly since the program
began more than 20 years ago.
This is a great way to meet
other G.R.E.E.N. members,
families, and Student
Ambassadors while helping to
keep trash and recyclables out
of our woods and waterways.

Pictured above is part of the
amazing crew that cleaned up
Shadowbend Park and surrounding
pathways and roadsides on
February 27. Please join us for our
next cleanup on Saturday, June 4,
at 9:00 a.m. at Shadowbend Park!
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THE WOODLANDS G.R.E.E.N. STUDENT AMBASSA DORS
B Y W ENDY P ACKER , D IRECTOR

We are delighted to report that
.
our Student Ambassador
Program is now nearly 50
members strong and includes
high school students from 7 area
high schools who volunteer
alongside Woodlands G.R.E.E.N.
members at many environmental
events throughout the year.
Already this year, they have
tagged trees for the Township’s
annual tree giveaway, planted
saplings and led crafts at the

Arbor Day tree-planting event,
helped clean up our adopted
pathways and parks at Adopt-APath, hung door hangers to
inform residents about the
Township’s storm drain marking
project, and attended a water lab

SA Andrew Schwartz and Anya Ou

have spread the word about the SA
program and sponsor a number of
school-based environmental clubs
for our students.

SAs Jonathan Packer and Jake Dixen

and workshop hosted by Teri
MacArthur, Water Education
Specialist with the Township. Our
thanks to a group of supportive
local high school teachers who
SA Siblings: Alexander, Noelle,
and Nicholas Harris

Next, we’ll all be participating in
the Township’s Earth Day GreenUp
on Saturday, March 26, at
Falconwing Park, at 8:00 a.m. TWG
members and friends are welcome
to join us!

2022 SCHOLARSHIP NEW S
B Y J OHN G EIGER , D IRECTOR

SAs Mattie Malloy and
Angela DeFrancesco
Education is not the
filling of a pail, but the
lighting of a fire.
- William Butler Yeats

Exciting news! The Woodlands
G.R.E.E.N. Scholarship Program is
now accepting applications for
seniors graduating in 2022.

Last year, 4 area students received
$1,000 scholarships:

Multiple $1,000 cash scholarships
will be awarded to graduating
high school seniors residing in
The Woodlands or nearby
communities who exemplify a
commitment to the environment
and who plan to continue their
education or vocational training
in an environmental field. The
application period runs from Feb
1 to March 31. Winners will be
announced in May. Over $50,000
has been awarded over the life of
the Scholarship Program thanks
to funding from members and
partner organizations.

Abekwurundah Ejilemele |The
Woodlands High School | Aerospace
and Environmental Engineering

Nicholas Harris, III |John Cooper
School | Environmental Studies,
Economics

Ethan Yu | College Park High School |
Biochemistry, Minor-Environmental
Science
Kirsten Angela Reyes | The
Woodlands High School | Architecture,
Minor-Environmental Design

Find the scholarship application on
The Woodlands G.R.E.E.N. website .
For more information, contact John
Geiger, Woodlands G.R.E.E.N. Board
Member: johndgeiger@gmail.com,
435.260.8490.
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INVASIVE TASK FORCE -- NOT A “ONE PONY SHOW”!
B Y K ATHIE H ERRICK , C O -P RESIDENT
For anyone who has participated
in the Township’s Invasive
Training class you know there are
30+ invasive plants in our region.
Even though much of our
attention has been focused on air
potato (Dioscorea bulbifera), we do
not rest on our laurels when the
air potato vine goes dormant
from December to March. We
switch gears in winter to hunt and
harvest their vegetative bulbils on
the ground and turn our attention
to other common invasive plants.
The Japanese Climbing fern
(Lygodium japonicum) is a delicate

Climbing fern before/after

vining perennial fern. It
withstands freezing conditions
fairly well and is still green and
recognizable in the landscape
even in January. It has 2 types of
fronds (fern leaves). The frilly
curled-edged fronds bear spores
that disperse the plant. We must
even take care to pick up the
reproductive fronds. The plant
can reproduce from these parts
and the deep, underground
rhizomes. Hence, we dig the
rhizomes and pick up the fronds,
leaving little behind.
One place to see infestations of
JCF is along the Spring Creek
Nature Trail both at the Mitchell

and Ann Snyder Way Trailheads.
But it is not limited to that
location. It is in our greenbelts
and maybe even your own
landscape. There are no native
climbing ferns. Learn to recognize
it and remove it. As with any
invasive, the object is to identify it
and remove it early. Like the air
potato, if allowed to get
established it can smother native
vegetation, create a fire hazard
with trailers to the canopy, and
become a dense groundcover
preventing native seed
germination.
A special thanks to Teri
MacArthur for bringing
national attention to our local
Invasive Task Force efforts.
Check out her blog with
NAISMA (North American
Invasive Species Management
Association) on how our ITF
work within the Township can
be a model for invasive
actions in other communities.

Air Potato Vine bulbils collected

Many TWG members are core
participants in this endeavor. Come
join us. Sign up here and make sure
you list TWG as your organizational
affiliation. Keeping the woods in
The Woodlands!

CONGRATULATIONS PAUL AND BOB!

Bob and Paul at a
Smarter About Water seminar

TWG past president and current
director, Paul Nelson, and member
Bob Dailey, Woodlands Water
Director of Outreach and Education,
were both recognized as water
conservation
leaders recently
at the 10th
Annual Gulf
Coast Water
Conservation
Symposium, a
well deserved
award!
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JOHN COOPER INTERACT CLUB

REDUCING OUR ENVIRONMENTAL FOOTPRINT THROUGH FOOD

B Y N OELLE H ARRIS , S ENIOR AT THE J OHN C OOPER S CHOOL , TWG S TUDENT D IRECTOR
Our environment is impacted by
those who face food
our everyday actions, whether we
insecurity. The time
realize it or not. From the
spent packaging
electricity used to power houses
food for delivery to
to the water used to brush our
shelters and food
teeth, we are constantly
pantries might
interacting with and impacting
appear insignificant,
the health of our environment.
but the result not only improves the
lives of many in our community,
One of the everyday ways we
but also our environment. Through
contribute to the health of our
its volunteering efforts, The John
environment is through food. The
Cooper School Interact club has
agriculture industry impacts the
shown the power of each individual
environment drastically through
in improving our environment.
the use of pesticides and
fertilizers which can lead to the
Work Cited (MLA Citation)
pollution of soil and waterways
Water Science School. "Pesticides in
and can negatively impact local
insecurity through organic and
Groundwater." USGS, 8 June 2018,
air quality. This impact on water
sustainable gardening practices.
www.usgs.gov/special-topics/
quality is worrisome since the
However, since Interact members
water-science-school/science/
United States Geological Survey
were unable to volunteer at
pesticides-groundwater.
estimates that about 50% of the
Veggie Village this year, Interact
country’s population uses
sought to continue to improve the
groundwater for drinking water.
environment through a
partnership with Keep Us Fed, an
For the past few years, Interact, a
organization in Montgomery
service organization at The John
County that works to reduce the
Cooper School, has worked in
amount of food wasted by
partnership with Interfaith to
partnering with local grocery
volunteer at Veggie Village, The
stores, restaurants, catering
Woodlands Community Donation
companies, etc. to pick up, weigh,
Garden. At the garden, Interact
and package food that is leftover
volunteers worked to plant and
and would otherwise end up in
nurture fresh, organic produce to
landfills.
donate to the Interfaith Food
Pantry. By working in the Veggie
Interact’s partnership with Keep
Village Garden, Interact members
Us Fed has allowed Interact to
helped to feed those in the
redirect the disposal of about 300
community who faced food
pounds of food every week to

Education is the most
powerful weapon which
you can use to change
the world. Nelson Mandela

REMINDER: TWG’s membership campaign for 2022 wraps
up March 31. Please support our organization by joining or
renewing your membership. Continuing this year: with your
renewal, new membership, or donation, the 2009 Cynthia
Reid Earth Day poster is a gift!! Go to the TWG website at
www.thewoodlandsgreen.org, fill out the membership form,
pay via PayPal or by mail. Be sure to indicate if you want the
poster on the membership form.
TWG is a 501(C)(3) organization. Your membership dues and
donations are tax deductible to the fullest extent of the law.
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TRANSITIONING TO MOR E SUSTAINABLE CONSUMERISM
B Y T ERI M AC A RTHUR , V ICE P RESIDENT
In January, at our Members Only Book Club discussion, we talked about American consumerism. Our relentless
buying of things we could do without – what we want and why we want it, versus what we need. The conversation
resulted from reading J.B. MacKinnon’s book, The Day the World Stops Shopping. The discussion group members
were all in agreement that we could alter our personal purchasing habits and start on a journey toward being
sustainable consumers. It is truly about being the change we want to see in our lives and community.
Here’s where my mind went: although April is traditionally the time to start lawn
care again, what if I decided to have less lawn to care for? What if I transitioned a
corner, or a plot, or patch of grass into a romantic garden of fragrant blooms where
I could get lost in nature?
A poem by local environmental attorney and poet Jim Blackburn came to mind. In
his book of poetry titled Earth Church,* he frequently comments on the improved
mental health he feels following time in nature. In January he shared a new poem,
“Lost in Nature – Part 2,” that included this passage:
"Being lost in nature is where I want to be,
Floating beneath the live oak canopy,
Noticing life and breathing it in,
Becoming a whole human once again."
So, I considered the benefits of creating more nature right in my own landscape and realized it will also get me a
step closer to being a smarter consumer. With less turfgrass and more native plants, I’ll create habitat for
pollinators, birds, and other wildlife to visit my yard and have a place to reflect on the many joys of nature. It
reduces the amount of costly chemicals I must buy to maintain a lawn and uses far less water for irrigation – saving
even more money. I agree with Blackburn that getting lost in nature from time to time is important for my mental and
emotional health. Changing to a more environmentally friendly landscape supports sustainability, reduces my
spending, and gives me that mental uplift I seek. This idea just feels right for me.
Are other Woodlands GREEN members addressing sustainable consumerism? How about someone who
questioned whether a product currently bought could be eliminated with a lifestyle change. I give you, for example,
one of our members who chose to stop buying paper towels and instead uses repurposed textiles for cleaning,
throwing them into the wash rather than throwing them into the trash. Or, how about the member who finds ways
to create fun art with her children by using interesting items that are difficult to recycle rather than store-bought
elements – two life lessons in one: recycling reduces waste, but repurposing some
items also has a place in our lives.
If you’re willing to offer your thoughts on sustainable consumerism for the
consideration of fellow TWG members, please send them to me! Our newest
committee – Outreach and Action – is compiling ideas to turn into action events
and activities for future G.R.E.E.N. projects. Watch for further discussions ahead!
Send your thoughts to: texasnaturelover@earthlink.net.
Oh, and what about that romantic garden idea? Maybe April is a good time to
plan a landscape transition at your home… and get lost in nature, too!
*Earth Church, by James B. Blackburn (Author), Isabelle Scurry Chapman (Illustrator)

Lost in Nature – Part 2 excerpted with permission.
Photos courtesy Linda Crum
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THE RISE OF SUSTAINA BLE PACKAGING
B Y A LFONSO T AMEZ , S ENIOR

AT

T HE W OODLANDS H IGH

SCHOOL ,

TWG S TUDENT D IRECTOR

Over time, “sustainable” has
changed from a simple buzzword
to a mindset that changed how
consumers spend their hardearned money. Sustainable
consumers are making choices
based on things like product use
and post-use, how much a
company is associating itself with
helping their community, and the
use of the more and more organic
products.
As sustainable consumers have
become an increasingly important
customer segment for several
retailers and brands, aspects such
as packaging need to be
reassessed and re-engineered
with the environmental impact
considered. Characteristics such
as function, materials, and enduse all need to be addressed in
line with specific market
regulations and trends.

impact and meet customer
demand for sustainable and ecofriendly options.

A huge variety of innovative
packaging solutions has emerged
to reduce the environmental

As the attention to sustainability
has been growing and growing, it
is essential to choose which

https://www3.epa.gov/carbon-footprint-calculator/
Here is an example of a website to calculate your footprint by the United
States Environmental

companies to buy from. If the
number of sustainable consumers
keeps increasing, companies will
have no choice but to compete with
more sustainable brands.
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Join Fellow TWG Members for Earth Day GreenUp at Falconwing Park, 8 a.m.
Be sure to designate The Woodlands G.R.E.E.N. as your organization when registering!

TWG CAN NOW CERTIFY OUR STUDENT AMBASSADORS AS TEXAS WATERS SPECIALISTS!
BY TERI MACARTHUR, VICE PRESIDENT

The Woodlands GREEN Student Ambassador Committee has been working closely
with The Woodlands Township Environmental Services Department to offer robust
training classes on water topics. We have previously suggested to our SAs that they
register through Texas Parks and Wildlife Department as volunteers and get certified
as Texas Waters Specialists – one of TPWD’s Conservation Education Programs. But
that hasn’t always been easy for teens under age 18 to do.
In February, we received approval under the auspices of the TPWD program to
certify our SAs. The requirements for certification are the same, but we can manage
the hours for our teens, provide their certificates and pins, and submit a report to
TPWD as a follow up. This gives TWG far better control of management for this
great group of student members.
More details will follow as we design and implement new elements for our water
related program, so stay tuned! Or, better yet, join us in this planning effort.
Contact Teri MacArthur at texasnaturelover@earthlink.net if you wish to work on
our new program structure.

Learning about water quality
at a recent lab day.
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SALUTING OUR VILLAGE ASSOCIATION BUSINES S MEMBERS
B Y T ERI M AC A RTHUR , V ICE P RESIDENT

Working with MUD 6 and the GM
Village Association, The
Woodlands Township
Environmental Services
Department began recruiting

do not have to live in the specific
villages to join these workdays! So
consider supporting these members
of The Woodlands G.R.E.E.N. by
lending a hand.
Here's the info:
Registration is required to
participate. Register HERE, and see
other opportunities to join in the
clean water project, or choose to
work right in your neighborhood.
If you need more information,
contact Teri MacArthur:
tmacarthur@thewoodlandstownshi
p-tx.gov or call 281-210-3928.

volunteers to install educational
markers on storm drain inlets –
just as COVID shut down all
work.
It took nearly a year to re-start the
effort, but most of Grogan’s Mill
Village now sports drain markers!
And the idea caught on in other
villages. Our other two Business
Member Village Associations are
Alden Bridge VA and Sterling
Ridge VA. This year, both have
set dates to participate in group
workdays to install markers. You

Photo courtesy MHanley

You’ve been hearing about the
dog waste problem causing water
quality issues in our local creeks,
but did you know that one of our
Woodlands G.R.E.E.N. Business
Members, Grogan’s Mill Village
Association, was the first
neighborhood to participate in
the clean waters program?

TWG Vision: A
community that
prioritizes
sustainability in
their actions
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Back row from left: John
Geiger, Steve Gorman,
Alfonso Tamez Villarreal,
Wendy Packer, Noelle
Harris, Maryann Braid, Teri
MacArthur, Carolyn
Newman, Zoe Killian.

THE WOODLANDS G.R.E.E.N.
P.O. Box 9934
The Woodlands, TX 77387
E-mail: info@thewoodlandsgreen.org

Front row from left: Kathie
Herrick, Debra Wymore,
Paul Nelson

Website: thewoodlandsgreen.org

Dragon Circle Editor:
Teri MacArthur
Thank you to Steve and Judy Easton
for more than a decade as Editors
of the Dragon Circle!
We invite your submissions and
requests for articles! Please email:
info@thewoodlandsgreen.org

2021-22 TWG Board of Directors

Alfonso (TWHS) and Noelle
(John Cooper) are our two
appointed high school
directors.

Calendar and Volunteer Opportunities
Most meetings and lectures are virtual using Zoom, some in person events listed.
TWG-The Woodlands G.R.E.E.N., ES-Environmental Services of the Township.
March
17

19
24
26
31
April
7
20
23
28
30
May
5
14
26
June
4
6

6:00pm ES, Walk in the Woods Nature Lecture, “Friends of Texas Wildlife”
Cathy Coudert, FTW, at the South County Community Center
8:30am ES, “Birding Joy: Birding for the Soul,” at The Recreation Center,
Rob Fleming Park
7:00pm TWG, Going Green Sustainability Lecture, Online, “Bird Friendly Communities:
What’s Good for Birds is Good for People”, Lisa Gonzales, Audubon Texas
8:00am ES, Earth Day Green Up
TWG, Deadline for 2022 TWG Scholarship applications
5:00pm TWG, Board & Members Meeting, Online
5:30pm TWG, Members Only Book Club Discussion Group, at Village Book store
9:00am TWG, Members Only Mushroom Walk, at The Recreation Center, Rob Fleming Park
7:00pm TWG, Going Green Sustainability Lecture, Online (topic TBD)
8:30am ES, “Birding Joy: Bird Walk for Fledglings,” at Spring Creek Nature Trail
5:00pm TWG, Board & Members Meeting, Online
9:00am ES, Smarter About Sustainability, at The Woodlands Emergency Training Center
7:00pm TWG, Going Green Sustainability Lecture, Online (topic TBD)
9:00am TWG, Quarterly Adopt-A-Path cleanup at Shadowbend Park
7:00pm TWG, Annual Meeting, at The Woodlands Township’s Parks & Recreation offices,
Multipurpose Meeting Room , 8203 Millennium Forest Drive

For more information about the events listed above, please visit
www.thewoodlandsgreen.org for TWG activities
and www.thewoodlandstownship-tx.gov/calendar.aspx for ES Township events.

